
 

For falls that resulted in 
hospitalisation the most 
common injuries were 
fractures of the head, 
neck and limbs. 

SLIPS, TRIPS & FALLS 
the facts 

In the years 2016 and 2017, the total 

number injuries in Australia that resulted 

in hospitalisation from falls caused by 

slips, trips and falls (STF) was over 60,000. 

This made up 28.5% of all hospitalisations. 

Generally, under half of all injuries require 

hospitalisation. 

Between about a quarter and a third of 

all slip, trip and fall accidents are the 

result of trips, the remainder are slips. 

What Types of Injuries Occur? 

For all types of falls, most 
injuries that resulted in 
hospitalisation were 
fractures of the head, neck 
and limbs. With an aging 
population the number of 
slips, trips and falls injuries 
is on the rise.  
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Where Do Slip, Trip and Fall Incidents Occur? 

 

What Causes Slip, Trip and Fall Incidents? 
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Three out of four of slip, trip and 

fall incidents are considered to be 

totally avoidable by the person 

conducting the investigation into 

the incident. 

People who are injured badly, face a reduced quality of life 

and a loss of work opportunities, as they recover. The cost 

of recover, and lost work hours are a huge drain on the 

economy, affecting the wider community. Slip, trip and fall 

accidents cost businesses millions of dollars a year in 

public liability insurance and personal injury claims. Many 

of these injuries can be prevent using risk management 

strategies such as staff training, site assessments and 

maintenance, and compliance monitoring. Good risk 

management not only saves cost but also lives. 

80% of injuries that occurred 

after losing footing or balance 

were from tripping on the stairs. 

The other 20% had no apparent 

cause. 

For more cleaning and building 

services industry insights 

phone 1300 13 3366 

email sales@uniguard.com.au 

or visit www.uniguard.com .au 

 

62,694 

28.5% 

all injuries 
Female 
65% STF 

Male 
35% 

STF 


